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Stopanska Banka Bitola with a decrease of the gain of 62,3 %

For the first nine months of the year the gross gain reached the amount of 61,8 million denars which is 62,3 % less than the same period of last year. “What characterized the period January – September 2009 was the decreased scope of the overall activities in the country”, the bank announcement says.

New residential loan of NLB Tutunska banka

The bank introduced a new residential an d a new automobile loams. The new residential loan is with affixed interest rate of 6,9 % for the first three years of payment, whereas for the rest of the period it is variable and is currently set to 8,5 %. The interest rates for the new automobile loan vary from 5,9 % to 8,5 %.

Granit marked growth of it’s profit of 3 %

For the first nine months of 2009 the construction company Granit marked a net profit of 415,5 thousand euros, which compared to the same period of last year represents a growth of 3 %. Granit marked an increase of incomes of sale on the domestic market of 21 %, whereas the incomes of sales on the foreign markets compared to the first nine months of last year have decreased for 50 %.
Lotarija na Makedonija has decreased the loss for 49 %
The company made loss of 745,1 thousand euros for the first 9 months of the 2009 which compared to the same period of last year represents a decrease for 49 %.
According to the announcement issued by the company, it made a decrease in the operational costs for 36 % and an increase of the incomes of 361 %.

“This is a result of the company’s efforts to decrease the costs, in particular the costs to which we can influence directly, such as: costs for office supplies (92%), services of production and non-productive organizations (46%), employees’ salaries and other employment fees (35%), etc. The amortization has been decreased as compared to last year (36%) as well as the other operation costs (2%), the announcement says.

A Japanese credit agency with a positive prognosis for the credit rating of the country

The Japanese credit agency JCR (Japanese Credit Rating Agency) has rated the country with a BB+, i.e. it confirmed the expectations of Standard & Poor for maintaining the current credit ability of the country in the future. 
The rating, as the Ministry of Finance clarifies, the Japanese credit agency has founded on the basis of the results achieved by the continuous economic reforms of the Government, the prudent fiscal policy, and the moderate level of indebtedness.

The stable credit rating is a good signal for the foreign investors, interested in investing in the country, it affects the interest rate at which the country takes loans on the credit market, as well as the overall economic and political image of the country.

The Cadastre offers a new possibility through the new web site

The agency for cadastre of immovable property offers the citizens the possibility to make an insight into their property list through its redesigned internet site. As was pointed out at the presentation, by entering of the address only, one can get the information about the owner of the property and the name the property list is issued to. The service id free and at the time is only available for Skopje.
Soon, as the manager Mr. Ljupco Georgievski pointed out, the service will be available to the rest of the municipalities as well. According to the Minister of Information society, Ivo Ivanovski, only the modern developed countries have an application such as this one, and it represents another of the numerous examples by which the state institutions are being modernized. In that way by means of the implementation of information and telecommunication technology, the institutions facilitate their operations, become mo  re efficient and more transparent, and most of all, more responsible in front of the citizens.
The redesigning of the web site of the Cadastre was supported by the project “Strenghtening of the institutional capacities” financed by the Swedish agency for international development - SIDA, a support which as the representative of the Swedish Embassy, Mr. Peter Trost stated,  will continue in the future as well.

On the new web site www.katastar.gov.mk, the citizens can get all the information needed in a simple way.


The Board of Directors of Telekom with new non-executive members
The Assembly of Makedonski Telekom AD Skopje at its recent session appointed the „PricewaterhouseCoopers“ as its auditor for the revision of the consolidated financial reports of Makedonski Telekom for 2009. As the announcement issued by the company stated, the Assembly accepted the resignations of its non-executive members of the BoD, Gabor Pal, Stefan Kerber and Joakim Hass and Andras Fisher, independent member of the Board. The new elected members of the BoD are: Christopher Matheisen, Klaus Nitschke, and Guenther Mosal, and Anti-Jusi Lumijarvi as an independent member.
Minister Besimi at the Vienna Economic Forum
The Minister of Economy, Fatmir Besimi will participate at the Vienna  Economic Forum. He will address the forum at its last plenary session having the topic “How to attract foreign direct investments at a time of crisis” and “Projects for public private partnership”.

EBOR: The business climate in the country is improving

The business climate is improving, but an implementation of the laws is missing, whereas the economy is on its way to recovery – these are the  general conclusions of the team of the European Bank of Reconstruction and Development during their visit to the country.
According to them, the governmental projection for an economic growth of 2 % for next year is attainable. The country as of next year will be on the right path, it will continue with its development, but the recovery of the crisis will not be a fast one. Until the end of the year, the bank plans to invest 5 to 10 million euros in the industry, through loans for small and middle sized companies, and in 2010 the investment activities will be focused on energy and infrastructure.
ONE with a new mobile web application - Locator
The company ONE has started with the new mobile web application called LOCATOR, available for the users of the mobile telephony. The application gives the option for search of points of interest, populated  places, streets and addresses in the country. The requested location is presented on a map showing the exact location.

In order to access the application Locator, it is necessary that an address is entered into http://locator.planet.mk in the internet browser on the mobile phone or through selecting the link LOCATOR in the Planet portal. The application is available in Macedonian, Albanian and English, and it includes more than 220 tourist locations with detailed historical information, more than 500 public institutions, all the national roads, rivers, lakes, railroads and the borders.

The next phase will include the commercial objects such as the shopping malls, hotels and restaurants, gas stations, sports objects, etc. 

For starting a new business what is needed are good ideas, courage and enthusiasm

The young people, after finishing their formal education, should know that in front of them, they have an alternative in the quest for work, that they can apply their creative and innovative capacity in a specific project, the result of which will be of joint interest, for both themselves and the development of the country, said the Vice President of the government, Mr. Vasko Naumovski in his address at the Global week of entrepreneurship event. He stressed that the entrepreneurship is a specific category through which the successful economic stories are made and greater employment is achieved. According to him, the country is determined to continue with the development policies for entrepreneurship because it represents the driving force in the promotion of solutions for a sustainable economic growth.

“The entrepreneurs in themselves carry the vision, they have the energy to develop themselves and the capacity to be innovative, they can create employment. We need people such them. Only with their successful work we will have better economic situation and will offer the solutions for a better future sooner.
The Global week of entrepreneurship is an even which is marked in more than 80 countries. There will be more than 50 events held in the country in more than 10 cities. The aim of the scheduled workshops, forums, conferences, round tables is to stimulate the young people to learn how to apply the knowledge they gained at the university to apply and make it cash.
“The entrepreneurship is extremely significant and the Government pays enormous significance to it. The small and the middle sized companies represent 99,8 % of the overall number of companies in the country and employ 78 % of the total number of employed people. 

The European Commission understands entrepreneurship as the capability of individuals to convert the ideas into actions, it promotes creativity, innovations and taking of risks, but it also includes the capability of planning and managing projects,  the Austrian Ambassador Mr. Alojz Kraut stated.  The economic crisis which is an additional challenge for the small and middle sized companies, are expected to give a new movement for the revitalization of the national economy and bring a higher standard for the citizens, Ambassador Kraut expects. 
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