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Experts are warning about emergency measures – The inflation is pumping up the trade deficit
The high prices will increase the trade deficit, which for the months reached over one billion dollars, caused by the high inflation. We have a higher rate of inflation in the country as compared to the countries of the Euro-zone, the experts say, suggesting the Government to immediately undertake urgent measures to stop the growth of the prices, which de-motivate the exports.
“If the inflation in the country is higher than that of the countries with which we trade the most, we are disturbing the relations and parities and consequently disturb the competitiveness capability of the national companies”, Mr. Bedjeti, professor at SEE University says.

Co-operation with the Russian company for development of the thermo-electrical plants Bitola

The manager of the REK Bitiola and the general manager of the Russian company from Podolsk signed an agreement for the realization of the Programme for development of the thermo-electrical plants Bitola.
The firm implementation of the measures for providing of permanent and efficient work of the energetic blocks of the thermo blocks for the period up to 2025 was provided by the agreement. According to the announcement by ELEM, the co-operation should be based on the modern technical solutions and any modernization of the energy blocks of the thermo-plants will be in function of the improvement of the technical-economic characteristics of the operations of the plant.
The public roads will be given under concession
The state roads will be given under concession provides the new Law on Public roads. According to the provisions which are in compliance with the legal framework of the EU for road infrastructure, the construction, the reconstruction, the maintenance and the pay tolls payment as well as the use of the public roads or part of them and the use of the objects of the public roads to be given under concession.

The newly founded Agency for state roads will take care and will be financed by the payment of the pay tolls on the highways and regional roads or part of them, and the fee for the use of roads which the foreign motor vehicles are paying. The new Law provides for the option that the fee of the vehicle registration to be divided half-half, between the Agency for state roads and the city of Skopje, i.e. the municipalities.
The investments are crucial for the concessionaires of the airports

The procedure for giving the 2 airports in the country, in Skopje and Ohrid, under concession should be completed in two months, and the basic criterion while choosing the concessionaire will be the investments.

“Almost one year the Government has led the procedure for giving the 2 airports under concession and the construction of a new cargo airport in Stip. The procedure is in phase 2, in which renowned international companies have applied, such as the German Hochtif, Vienna airport, the Turkish Taf, and the French company Egis. The next phase is the one when they should give their offers for the planned investments. We expect them to be around 150 million euros for the new terminal building and the widening of the take-off/landing runway in airport Skopje, whereas the investment of Ohrid airport will be used to improve  to cargo traffic, the parking space and equipment”, says Mr. Zoran Krstveski, the Manager of the public enterprise for air-traffic and airports. In the cargo airport in Stip 60 million euros will be invested. 
The companies will apply for export and import permits in an electronic manner
All the companies in the country could be able to apply for export and import connected permits in an electronic manner. The project of “one counter system” for export-import permits and quotes is being implemented by the Government through the Customs office and the American USAID. By means of the system, the companies could submit the application electronically for 70 permits, without the need to wait in front of counters and submit additional documents on paper.
The aim of the project is the increase of the efficiency in the process of improving and issuing the permits, standardized data in the applications, which will facilitate the exchange of data, electronic monitoring of the usage of permits, 24 hours availability of the service 7 days a week through the address www.exim.com.mk, as well as saving of much time and money.

The EU to free itself from its dependency upon the Russian gas

The EU should free itself from the dependency upon the distribution of the Russian gas, the former manager of the international Agency for Atomic Energy (MAAE), Mr. Klaude Mandil said. According to him, this is necessary because of the danger of the problems with the distribution of Russian fuel, as well as of the aggressive statements of the Russian politicians.

The freeing from the Russian dependency Mr. Mandil sees in the use of renewable energy sources, as well as in the atomic energy.

Foreigners could possess construction land


Foreign companies or citizens can possess construction land in the country. This is provided for by the new Law on Construction land. The Law provides the option that a construction land could be given under long or short term lease, as well as under concession. The Law determines the minimal limit for the short term lease at 5 and the maximum limit at 99 years.
Microsoft wants to renew the negotiations for buying the Yahoo

The American software company Microsoft is ready to re-start the negotiations for buying of Yahoo, in full or only a part of it, was announced in Washington. Microsoft is ready but only under the condition that the General Assembly of shareholders of Yahoo which will be held on August the 1st, 2008, to accept the changes of the Management Board of the company. Microsoft supports the American billionaire Carl Ikant, one of the minority owners of Yahoo, who wants to change the Management Board of the company. Ikant claims that Yahoo made a mistake when it threw away the Microsoft proposal for take-over for the amount of 47,5 billion dollars.
A fourth fixed telephony operator in the country

The cable operator Telekabel officialised the plans for the service in the fixed telephony. So far, the operator would not reveal the prices for the new service, due to strategic interests, but the manager claims that the services will be with lower and more acceptable prices as compared to the existing ones. Telekabel has already concluded an agreement with Т-home for inter-connection, the costs for which remain unchanged. The fixed telephony will be offered everywhere where Telekabel has its own network, and the novelty is that the users will not have the obligation to sign a contract for definite period of time and will have the option to terminate the service whenever they want to.
“Makedonski telekom has the rights and behaves as any other company which has the monopoly”, says the company manager, Mr. Z. iliev.

Telekabel introduces the service for the fixed telephony in co-operation with the Austrian company I-Call, whose manager, Mr. Jurgen Meisner considers that the Macedonian market offers possibilities for development and offers of services at lower prices. “A similar situation with high prices for telecommunication services existed in Austria as well. But the prices dropped rapidly and we expect the same to happen in Macedonia as well, and that we will be “guilty” for that situation”, Mr. Meisner said. Among the other plans, the company will keep on with the extension of its network in many cities in the country.
Bulgaria closed all the free-shops

Bulgaria closed all the free-shops and gas stations on the borders with Macedonia, Serbia, and Turkey. The measure is a part of the efforts of the customs services to deal with the smuggling. In May, the Bulgarian Parliament brought the decision to close the free-shops and the gas stations, after the EU pointed them as the key centers for corruption and smuggling. The duty free-shops on the borders with Romania and Greece were closed after Bulgaria was accepted into the EU.
Conference for the first Regional and local Doing Business report of the World Bank for SEE

The Vice-president of the Government, Mr. Zoran Stavreski, will open the conference dedicated to the first Regional and local Doing Business Report of the World Bank for SEE. The event will be addressed by Ms. Jane Armitrage, the Regional Manager of the World Bank for SEE and Mr. Vladimir Taleski, the Mayor of Bitola.

In the Report, which has been prepared for the first time this year, the conditions for doing business in 22 cities of 7 countries of SEE are being analyzed, among which, the cities of Bitola and Skopje were included in the review.

At the conference, the results and the rankings of the three best cities will be presented, according to the indicators: commencing a business, obtaining licenses and permits, property registration, and performance of contracts.

Representatives of the local self management and the business community of Serbia, Monte Negro, Albania, Croatia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Kosovo (under UNSCR 1244), as well as representatives of the International community, the local authorities, the business sector, the non-Governmental sector, and the media of the country.

Bitola is at the very top of the list of the 22 cities in SEE with the best business climate. It won better grades than Shibenik, Prishtina, Mostar, and even the capital of the country, Skopje, which was ranked the 16th. “Bitola offers favorable conditions for the potential investors, especially in the industrial zone “Zabeni”. They neither have to waste time for administrative work, nor to request change of the Detailed Urban Plan, because we have already done it”, the Bitola’s Mayor, Mr. Taleski said.

According to Mr. Pierre Dislain, Manager in the World Bank, Bitola’s high ranked position was secured by the 4 criteria: the speed of the company registration procedure, the time and the costs for obtaining the construction permit, the speed for the transfer of the immovable property, and the efficiency of the performance of contracts.

The Vice-president of the Government, Mr. Stavreski pointed out that such results can make Bitola the Mecca for the foreign investments, but to also stimulate the domestic citizens to open up a business.

The employees of the Bitola Brewery asking for bankruptcy

The majority of the employees of Bitola Brewery put their signature on the request by which an opening of a bankruptcy procedure for the Brewery is being demanded from the Primary Court Bitola. They back up their request by the facts that they did not get their salaries for four months, since 2004 the contributions for pension and disability to their salaries have not been paid, and this is the only way to stop the throwing away of the company’s property.

The employees are only one part of the brewery’s claimants, whereas the majority of the claims is owed to the Public Revenue services, which have claims in the amount of several million euros for taxes and excises.
Among the employees, there are considerations that the state should confiscate the property of the Brewery which is dominantly owned by the Swiss citizen of Turkish origin, and to appoint a Governmental trustee.
Everyone buys in cash

The citizens prefer to buy goods exclusively in cash.  The data from the state Statistics Office shows that for the first three months of this year, most of the retail trading, 90,6 % to be precise, has been realized in cash payments.

With the consumer loans, 13 % of the total sales, automobiles have been bought.

The vine producers expect a good year but are afraid they might be left without grapes

Two months before the vintage, the grape-growers, the vineries, and Government representatives have discussed the issue – how should this year’s overall harvest end in the local vineries.

The platform of “Farmer” held in Negotino, the grape-growers stated that they expect 20 % higher prices than the last year’ s and two Denars stimulation for each sold kilo of grapes, whereas the vineries are hoping for more favorable loans with 5 % interest rate in order to have the money to immediately pay for the redeemed harvest. The vineries are capable to collect a harvest of 340 million tons of grapes which is double the quantity of this year’s expected harvest of 130 million tons of vine grapes. An additional problem, besides the one that the vineries in fact will remain with half-empty capacities, is the drastic increase of the export of vine grapes in Serbia, Bulgaria, Croatia, and even to vine cellars in Albania. As of this year, the grape-growers will be receiving 2 Denars stimulation for each kilo of grape sold to either one of the domestic vineries.

Different prognoses for the crude oil

The secretary General of the Organization of the countries – exporters of crude oil (OPEC), Mr. Abdala Salem El-Badri stated that the current offer of crude oil can cover the global demand and due to this fact, there is no justification for this energy commodity to cost 135 dollars per barrel or even more. Mr. Robert Hirsch, the chief counselor for energy of the renowned international company “Management Information Service”, however, went public with his pessimistic scenario that in the following three-five years the crude oil will get more expensive and reach the price of around 500 dollars per barrel.

The Turks are interested in the textile and construction sectors

After the constitution of the new Government, the co-operation between Turkey and the country on an economic plan can successfully continue, was the conclusion of the Turkish company representatives which attended the two day Business Forum organized by the Chamber of Commerce.
The general interest of the Turkish companies is directed towards the co-operation with the local textile and construction companies. 

“Until recently, in the Turkish newspapers there have been published advertisements through which the Turkish companies were summoned to invest in the country. These attracted the attention of the Turkish investors and that is why we are here to convince ourselves on this issue, on the very spot”, one businessman stated.

Mr. Hakan Kizartij, the economic attaché of the Turkish Embassy to the country, expressed the hope that as of September, after the summer holidays, the co-operation between the two countries will intensify.

The EU wants cheaper roaming for the SMS messages

The EU wants to introduce regulations for decrease of the prices for the SMS messages from abroad and for the access to the Internet through cell phones. According to Brussels, the prices of the messages should be between 11 and 15 euro-cents. The European Commissioner for Telecommunications, Ms. Vivien Redding, has the point of view that the use of the cell phone in roaming should not be much more expensive compared to the price of the country from which the user is coming from. She gave the deadline of 1st of July to the operators to decrease the prices to 12 euro-cents.  The results are not favorable, since the prices were reduced from 29 to 28 euro-cents, pointed Redding. The users in the EU countries from abroad are sending 2,5 billion messages. If her proposal is accepted by the European Parliament and by the member countries, it will come into force on July the 1st of next year. Ms. Redding has also influenced a decrease in the prices of the calls in roaming. At the end of August they will be reduced from 49 to 46 euro-cents without VAT for the calls that are made from abroad and from 24 to 22 euro-cents for the calls received from abroad. Next year, the calls will be even cheaper.

NLB Ljubljanska bank operates with VISA as well

NLB Ljubljanska bank started to accept the VISA cards at its POS terminals. The bank announces that their POS terminals are the unique ones on the market that accept the Master, Visa and Diners cards.

With the continuous extension of the ATM network and the POS terminals, as well as with the implementation of new technologies in the use of the instruments for payment, we strive to build a culture of operation with cards in the country, the competent people in NLB Tutunska say.

The changes within the Law of Energy will not create a monopoly out of ELEM
The company Electro-plants of Macedonia (ELEM) energetically rejects the thesis that the acceptance by the Parliament of the proposed-changes of the Law of Energy will create a “powerful monopoly” out of ELEM. 

“These theses are speculations made by the so-called anonymous “experts”. It is absolutely wrong to delude the public that the regulated producer of electric energy will gain a monopoly position on the market, because with the novelties in the Law, the role, the place and the function of ELEM on the market of electric energy are very precisely defined. On the contrary, the change of the Law of Energy will bring bigger liberalization and introduction of competitiveness on the market of electric energy, which on one side should strengthen the performances of the energy companies, and on the other, should significantly improve the quality of the services they offer for all the consumers in the country”, the competent people of ELEM stated.

The proposed changes of the Law of Energy ever since February of this year, were approved by the European Commission and were considered to be prepared in accordance with the European directives. 

New favorable possibilities with the cards of NLB Tutunska bank 

NLB Tutunska bank introduced new favorable possibility in the operations with cards. From now on, all the owners of debit and credit cards of the “Mastercard” and “Visa international” issued by NLB Tutunska bank, could be able to withdraw cash out of the ATM network of the NLB group, with commissions which are identical to the commissions which are paid at the ATM of NLB Tutunska bank in the country.

All the owners of debit “Maestro” and “Visa electron” cards of NLB Tutunska bank will be able to withdraw cash at all the ATMs of NLB group in Montenegro, Slovenia, Serbia, Bosna & Herzegovina and Kosovo, without any commission. The withdrawal of cash out of the credit cards of the programmes “Mastercard” and “Visa” at the ATMs of the banks of NLB group in the abovementioned countries will be with the same commission rates as on the ATMs of NLB Tutunska bank in the country.
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